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- Preserving Cape Cod’s Heritage -

The Campaign to Renovate and Expand 

The William Brewster Nickerson 

Cape Cod History Archives

Wilkens Library at Cape Cod Community College

“The Nickerson Memorial History Room at the CCCC Library is an essential 
resource – not only for Cape Cod but for all of New England. When researching 

my book In the Heart of the Sea: The Tragedy of the Whaleship Essex, I spent many 
useful hours in the Nickerson Room. The collection is wide-ranging and important, 

and the staff is second-to-none. Please join me in making sure that 
this little gem of a collection is given the facility it deserves.” 

			   - Nathaniel Philbrick, Prize-winning Nantucket Author
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About the College and the College Foundation
Founded in 1961, Cape Cod Community College delivers educational programs and 
services to meet the diverse needs of the residents of Cape Cod, Martha’s Vineyard, 
Nantucket, and adjacent areas of Southeastern Massachusetts. As the sole comprehensive 
college on Cape Cod, it enrolls more than 4,000 area residents each semester. 

The Cape Cod Community College Educational Foundation celebrates 25 years of continued 
growth and educational philanthropy in 2008. As a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, the 
Foundation is dedicated to supporting the mission of Cape Cod Community College, its 
students, its faculty and staff, and the Community by raising and managing funds, encouraging 
endowments, and supporting the College’s objectives. 

Joshua “Jan” A. Nickerson, Jr., Honorary Chairperson

“The Nickerson Archives have been a source of inspiration in my own work over the years, 
providing me much historical and scientific background…although under increasingly 

constricted conditions. It is my strong belief that an expanded archives, sufficient display space, 
archival standard storage and preservation of rare documents, and the digitalization of the 
more important documents in the collection would make this unique collection vastly more 

accessible to researchers, teachers, students, historians, artists, writers, and the general public.” 
	 — Robert Finch, Noted Nature Writer, Professor, and NPR Commentator




