


ABOUT THE ARCHIVES

The William Brewster Nickerson Cape Cod History
Archives, located in the Wilkens Library at Cape Cod
Community College, are dedicated to preserving the Cape's
rich history and maritime heritage. The Archives contain over
10,000 books, manuscripts, maps and special collections,
including ships' logs and diaries. The collection also includes
a unique assemblage of deeds, personal papers, town
records, genealogical records, local histories, artifacts, and
images representing the early Native American and colonial
history and culture of Cape Cod—a heritage of regional and

national significance. This is the only resource dedicated to

serving the research needs of students, scholars, and the
community that covers the history and culture of Cape Cod
in its entirety. As such, the Nickerson Archives have become
the default depository due to its singularity in serving the
region’s educational needs, despite a chronic lack of space.
Even so, it has been recognized for achievements in promoting
scholarship on maritime issues. Nationally-acclaimed authors
and writers frequent the Nickerson Archives to conduct
research for articles and books featuring Cape Cod locales,
and many members of the community visit to carry out

genealogical research.

The Nickerson Archives are named in
memory of William Brewster “Bruce” Nickerson,
a young Naval Air Force Lieutenant killed in
Vietnam on April 22, 1966 flying in the South
China Sea. William was the son of the late E.
Carleton Nickerson who served as President
of Cape Cod Community College from 1964
to 1972. Their family were direct descendants
of Elder William Brewster who came to Cape
Cod on the Mayflower in 1620. In tribute to
the President’s son, the students and staff of
the College dedicated the William Brewster
Nickerson Archives in 1971.

“This is the only resource of its kind dedicated to
the history and culture of Cape Cod [serving] the
research needs of Cape Cod residents, students,
maritime researchers, authors and filmmakers.”

— SENATOR EDWARD M. KENNEDY,
in a support grant application letter

Lt. Nickerson attended Deerfield Academy and
was a 1964 graduate of Dartmouth College.
Upon graduation, he enlisted in the Naval Air
Training Program. Lt. Nickerson is remembered
for devoting much of his life to serving others;
he was awarded ten medals posthumously, and
three citations from the President of the United

States for heroism and achievement.

His first-cousin Joshua “Jan” A. Nickerson, Jr.
today serves as the honorary chairperson of

the Nickerson Archives Campaign.



RENOVATION AND EXPANSION PLAN

The Nickerson Archives have outgrown the available
storage space, have little or no display room, rare
materials are not stored to archival standards, and
document retrieval can be cumbersome.
Currently, the room occupies a single
652-square-foot space and some nearby
storage closets on the ground floor of the
library. The renovation and expansion plan,
by the architectural firm Civitas, will relocate

and enlarge the Nickerson Archives almost

three-fold within the library to accommodate

Funding to Date

Cape Cod Community College Educational Foundation and College
President Dr. Kathleen Schatzberg are deeply committed to raising the
necessary $1,000,000 to cover renovation costs for the Nickerson Archives
project. While the College’s current operating budget supports the cost of
housing and staffing the Nickerson Archives, increasingly declining state funds

are not available for these specific project renovations and upgrades.

The College Foundation is seeking support from multiple philanthropic
public and private sources. Funds already pledged to date exceed
$900,000—including a lead gift from the Cape Cod Five Cents Savings
Bank Charitable Trust Foundation, and major support from Mid-Cape
Home Centers, the National Endowment for the Humanities, the Rust

space with

current collections and projected growth, meet archival

facilities standards, and expand research and reading

state-of-the-art  audio-visual teaching

technology. In addition, the new facility
will allow the launch of both a lecture
and exhibit series to better disseminate
the story of Cape Cod history. Select rare
maps, photographic holdings and journals
will be digitized in enhanced formats and
made available online to increase research

access to a worldwide audience.

GOAL: Proud recipient of a
$1,000,000 Matching Challenge
Grant from

Foundation, Wilkens Family Trust, and Edward Bangs Kelley and Elza $913.232
)
Kelley Foundation. committed as of
January, 2010

Several naming opportunities remain, starting at $2,500 and higher.



“The Nickerson Memorial History Room at the CCCC Library is an essential
resource — not only for Cape Cod but for all of New England. When researching
my book In the Heart of the Sea: The Tragedy of the Whaleship Essex, I spent many
useful hours in the Nickerson Room. The collection is wide-ranging and important,

and the staff is second-to-none. Please join me in making sure that
this little gem of a collection is given the facility it deserves.”
- NATHANIEL PHILBRICK, PRIZE-WINNING NANTUCKET AUTHOR

About the College and the College Foundation

Founded in 1961, Cape Cod Community College delivers educational programs and
services to meet the diverse needs of the residents of Cape Cod, Martha’s Vineyard,
Nantucket, and adjacent areas of Southeastern Massachusetts. As the sole comprehensive
college on Cape Cod, it enrolls more than 4,000 area residents each semester.

The Cape Cod Community College Educational Foundation celebrates 25 years of continued
growth and educational philanthropy in 2008. As a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, the
Foundation is dedicated to supporting the mission of Cape Cod Community College, its
students, its faculty and staff, and the Community by raising and managing funds, encouraging
endowments, and supporting the College’s objectives.

“The Nickerson Archives have been a source of inspiration in my own work over the years,
providing me much historical and scientific background...although under increasingly
constricted conditions. It is my strong belief that an expanded archives, sufficient display space,
archival standard storage and preservation of rare documents, and the digitalization of the

more important documents in the collection would make this unique collection vastly more
accessible to researchers, teachers, students, historians, artists, writers, and the general public.”
— ROBERT FINCH, NOTED NATURE WRITER, PROFESSOR, AND NPR COMMENTATOR
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